Asian Parliaments

Bangladesh

Government type: parliamentary democracy

unicameral National Parliament or Jatiya Sangsad; 300 seats elected by popular vote from
single territorial constituencies (the constitutional amendment reserving 30 seats for
women over and above the 300 regular parliament seats expired in May 2001); members
serve five-year terms

elections: last held 1 October 2001 (next to be held no later than January 2007)

Bhutan
Government type: monarchy; special treaty relationship with India

unicameral National Assembly or Tshogdu (150 seats; 105 elected from village
constituencies, 10 represent religious bodies, and 35 are designated by the monarch to
represent government and other secular interests; members serve three-year terms)
elections: local elections last held August 2005 (next to be held in 2008)

Burma
Government type: military junta (leader not elected)

Unicameral People's Assembly or Pyithu Hluttaw (485 seats; members elected by popular
vote to serve four-year terms)
elections: last held 27 May 1990, but Assembly never allowed by junta to convene

Cambodia

Government type: multiparty democracy under a constitutional monarchy established in
September 1993

Bicameral, consists of the National Assembly (123 seats; members elected by popular
vote to serve five-year terms) and the Senate (61 seats; 2 members appointed by the
monarch, 2 elected by the National Assembly, and 57 elected by parliamentarians and
commune councils; members serve five-year terms)

elections: National Assembly - last held 27 July 2003 (next to be held in July 2008);
Senate - last held 22 January 2006 (next to be held in January 2011)



China
Government type: communist state

Unicameral National People's Congress or Quanguo Renmin Daibiao Dahui (2,985 seats;
members elected by municipal, regional, and provincial people's congresses to serve five-
year terms)

elections: last held December 2002-February 2003 (next to be held late 2007-February
2008)

Hong Kong

Government type: limited democracy, special administrative region of China

Unicameral Legislative Council or LEGCO (60 seats; in 2004 30 seats indirectly elected
by functional constituencies, 30 elected by popular vote; members serve four-year terms)
elections: last held 12 September 2004 (next to be held in September 2008)

India
Government type: federal republic

bicameral Parliament or Sansad consists of the Council of States or Rajya Sabha (a body
consisting of not more than 250 members, up to 12 of whom are appointed by the
president, the remainder are chosen by the elected members of the state and territorial
assemblies; members serve six-year terms) and the People's Assembly or Lok Sabha (545
seats; 543 elected by popular vote, 2 appointed by the president; members serve five-year
terms)

elections: People's Assembly - last held 20 April through 10 May 2004 (next must be
held before May 2009)

Indonesia
Government type: republic

House of Representatives or Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat (DPR) (550 seats; members
elected to serve five-year terms); House of Regional Representatives (Dewan Perwakilan
Daerah or DPD), constitutionally mandated role includes providing legislative input to
DPR on issues affecting regions; People's Consultative Assembly (Majelis
Permusyawaratan Rakyat or MPR) has role in inaugurating and impeaching president and
in amending constitution; consists of popularly-elected members in DPR and DPD; MPR
does not formulate national policy

elections: last held 5 April 2004 (next to be held in 2009)



Japan

Government type: constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary government

Bicameral Diet or Kokkai consists of the House of Councillors or Sangi-in (242 seats -
members elected for six-year terms; half reelected every three years; 146 members in
multi-seat constituencies and 96 by proportional representation) and the House of
Representatives or Shugi-in (480 seats - members elected for four-year terms; 300 in
single-seat constituencies; 180 members by proportional representation in 11 regional
blocs)

elections: House of Councillors - last held 11 July 2004 (next to be held in July 2007);
House of Representatives - last held 11 September 2005 (next election by September
2009)

Nepal

Government type: parliamentary democracy and constitutional monarchy

bicameral Parliament consists of the National Council (60 seats; 35 appointed by the
House of Representatives, 10 by the king, and 15 elected by an electoral college; one-
third of the members elected every two years to serve six-year terms) and the House of
Representatives (205 seats; members elected by popular vote to serve five-year terms)
elections: House of Representatives - last held in May 1999; note - Parliament was
dissolved in May 2002 but was finally reconvened in April 2006 with most of the
members that were elected in 1999

North Korea
Government type: communist state one-man dictatorship

Unicameral Supreme People's Assembly or Ch'oego Inmin Hoeui (687 seats; members
elected by popular vote to serve five-year terms)

elections: last held 3 August 2003 (next to be held in August 2008)

election results: percent of vote by party - NA; seats by party - NA; ruling party approves
a list of candidates who are elected without opposition; some seats are held by minor
parties

South Korea

Government type: republic

Unicameral National Assembly or Kukhoe (299 seats - members elected for four-year
terms; 243 in single-seat constituencies, 56 by proportional representation)

elections: last held 15 April 2004 (next to be held in April 2008; by elections held on 30
April 2005 and on 26 October 2005)



Sri Lanka
Government type: republic

unicameral Parliament (225 seats; members elected by popular vote on the basis of a
modified proportional representation system by district to serve six-year terms)
elections: last held 2 April 2004 (next to be held by 2010)

Laos
Government type: communist state

Unicameral National Assembly (115 seats; members elected by popular vote to serve
five-year terms)
elections: last held 30 April 2006 (next to be held in 2011) only 2 seats independent

Macau
Government type: limited democracy, special administrative region of China

Unicameral Legislative Assembly (29 seats; 12 elected by popular vote, 10 by indirect
vote, and 7 appointed by the chief executive; members serve four-year terms)
elections: last held 25 September 2005 (next in September 2009)

Malaysia

Government type: constitutional monarchy

note: nominally headed by paramount ruler and a bicameral Parliament consisting of a
nonelected upper house and an elected lower house; all Peninsular Malaysian states have
hereditary rulers

Bicameral Parliament or Parlimen consists of the Senate or Dewan Negara (70 seats; 44
appointed by the paramount ruler, 26 appointed by the state legislatures) and the House
of Representatives or Dewan Rakyat (219 seats; members elected by popular vote to
serve five-year terms)

elections: House of Representatives - last held 21 March 2004 (next must be held by
2009)

Mongolia
Government type: mixed parliamentary/presidential
unicameral State Great Hural 76 seats; members elected by popular vote to serve four-

year terms
elections: last held 27 June 2004 (next to be held in June 2008)



Taiwan
Government type: multiparty democracy

Legislative Yuan (225 seats - 168 elected by popular vote, 41 elected on basis of
proportion of island wide votes received by participating political parties, eight elected
from overseas Chinese constituencies on basis of proportion of island-wide votes
received by participating political parties, eight elected by popular vote among aboriginal
populations; members serve three-year terms); National Assembly (300 seat nonstanding
body; delegates nominated by parties and elected by proportional representation six to
nine months after Legislative Yuan calls to amend Constitution, impeach president, or
change national borders) - see note

note: as a result of constitutional amendments approved by National Assembly in June
2005, number of seats in legislature will be reduced from 225 to 113 beginning with
election in 2007; amendments also eliminated National Assembly thus giving Taiwan a
unicameral legislature

elections: Legislative Yuan - last held 11 December 2004 (next to be held in December
2007); National Assembly - last held 14 May 2005; dissolved in June 2005

***For the purposes of this assessment, Asian countries are those east of, and including
India, but not including Russia.

Source: CIA World Factbook site
https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
CEC/July 24, 2006



